Through the Bible—O0Ild Testament

Although some people find the Old Testament daunting, it actually has a very elegant, simple structure:

17 History Books 5 Poetry Books 17 Prophecy Books
5 Law (Genesis—Deuteronomy) ':EF' (Job—Song of Songs) ':ll:::' 5 Major (Isaiah—Daniel)
+ +
12 Adventure (Joshua—Esther) 12 Minor (Hosea—Malachi)
Book Theme Verse Key Event Author
History—Law (5)
Genesis. .....coueiinnn. Covenant........ 177 cooviiion.. God Blesses Abraham ..., Moses
Exodus .................. Redemption . .... 66 ....ovinnn.. God FreestheSlaves ..............ccuiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnann. Moses
Leviticus................. Holiness. ........ 20:26 ........... God Teaches HisPeople ...............cccccoviiiiiininan.. Moses
Numbers ................ Wander ......... 3213 ........... God PurifiesHisPeople..............cccouuiiiiiiiiiinnnn... Moses
Deuteronomy............ Remember ...... 82.. L. God Inspires His People. ............coeiiniiiiiiinnnnann. Moses
History—Adventure (12)
Joshua................... Conquest........ 1123 ...oeae Joshua ConquersCanaan ...............ccocueeeeueunen.. Joshua
Judges................... Anarchy......... 21:225 ... Judges Overcome Oppressors. . ......o.veuveeeneunennen.. Samuel
Ruth...........co.coiiit Loyalty.......... 116 .ceeenen.. RuthJoins NGOMi. .......coouiiuiiiin i Unknown
1Samuel ................ Character ....... 1314 ........... Samuel RebukesKing Saul. . ................c..ccoven.... Samuel
2Samuel ...l Achievement ....8:15 ............ David Unites God's People................ccoveuein.. Unknown
TKINgs «ooovvviiinenat Rebellion........ L I Sin Divides God’s People. . .............c..ccoviiien.... Jeremiah
2KiNgs ...ovviiiiiiin Idolatry ......... 1720 ........... AssyriaEnslavesisrael................c.ccoiiiiiiiiin.. Jeremiah
1 Chronicles ............. Legacy.......... 142 ...t David Leaves alegacy ..............oueuueieiiuniinennennn. Ezra
2 Chronicles ............. Apathy.......... 3616 ........... Babylon Exiles Judah. ...............cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiin. Ezra
Ezra ... Return .......... 138 e, Zerubbabel RebuildstheTemple ................cc.cccovin.n Ezra
Nehemiah ............... Leadership ...... 217 ool Nehemiah RebuildstheWalls.......................... Nehemiah
Esther ................... Courage.......... 414 ............ Esther Rescues God'sPeople ................c..covuint Unknown
Poetry (5)
Job...ooi Suffering ........ 1315........... God Justifies JOb. . .....ooii e Unknown
Psalms................... Worship......... 343 ..., God StrengthensDavid ............................ mostly David
Proverbs................. Wisdom......... 17 et God Extols Wisdom ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiia Solomon
Ecclesiastes.............. Purpose......... 121314 .......... God Enlightens Solomon..............cocoiiiiin.n. Solomon
SongofSongs ........... Romance........ 87 i, God BlessesMarriage . .....o.vviiiiiiiii i Solomon
Prophecy—Major (5)
l[saiah.................... Salvation........ 122 coiiiiie. God ComfortsJudah. ..............cooviiiiiiiinininininn. Isaiah
Jeremiah ................ Judgment....... 116 ..ooveenen.. CodCondemnsJudah. .............ccccoveiiiniinenn... Jeremiah
Lamentations............ Sorrow.......... 211 .ol God Abandons Jerusalem .............................. Jeremiah
Ezekiel................... Hope............ 3626 ........... GodRenewsJudah ................co i, Ezekiel
Daniel ................... Kingdoms .. ..... 244 ... ...... God Preserves Judah................ccoviiiiiiiiiiiii. Daniel
Prophecy—Minor (12)
Hosea ................... Faithfulness ..... 3l GodLovesisrael ............couuiuiiiiiiii i Hosea
Joel.....oooiiiiiiiiiit Remorse. ........ 212-13 ..., GodWarnsJudah. .......... ... Joel
AMOS.....ovvvieeanannn.. Punishment . .... 312, GodJudgesisrael...............oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaans Amos
Obadiah................. Betrayal......... 115 ool GodJudgesEdom ........... ... ... Obadiah
Jonmah.................... Compassion. .... 3310 .. .eeene .. GodWarns Nineveh. ..............coouiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnns Jonah
Micah ................... Justice .......... 6:8. i God AccusesJudah ........... ... Micah
Nahum .................. Destruction...... 114 ...l GodJudges Nineveh ..............ccouuuuiiiiinnninnnns Nahum
Habakkuk................ Trust............ 3:17-18.......... God DisciplinesJudah .....................ccciiiia.. Habakkuk
Zephaniah............... Restoration...... 320 ...l GodHonorsJudah..............ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiin.. Zephaniah
Haggai .................. Priorities ........ 1:7-8.cccvnn... God CorrectsHisPeople ...............cccoviiiiiininnn.. Haggai
Zechariah................ Messiah......... 99.. ..ot God Encourages HisPeople. ........................... Zechariah
Malachi.................. Repentance ..... 37 God Exhorts HisPeople. ..............cccooiiiiiiiiiinnn. Malachi
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