
Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Who Is Jesus?”
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3A—Lesson 1

Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

While studying for the next day’s 
Sunday school lesson, Dee, Cy, and 
Paul discussed whether or not a single 
person could be more than one person. 
Paul said it was possible; Dee and Cy 
weren’t so sure. 

How could Jesus be God and Man 
at the same time? Mrs. Shepherd 
showed them that just like ice is water 
in a different form, Jesus is God in a 
different form. That’s why Jesus is the 
most important Person who ever lived!

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Mrs. Shepherd used a glass of ice cubes 
to show Dee, Cy, and Paul that Jesus is 
both fully God and fully Man. Just like 
ice is water in a different form, Jesus 
is God in a different form. So Jesus is 
both God and Man—unlike any other 
person who has ever lived!

The Bible helps explain Jesus’ existence 
as both God and Man. Find Bible 
verses that show that Jesus is God, and 
that He is also human.

“I don’t think so, Paul,” Cy was saying 
as Dee, Cy, and Paul entered the Shep-
herd’s house. “How could any person be 
more than one person?”

Dee, Cy, and Paul had been studying 
tomorrow’s Sunday school lesson in 
Paul’s treehouse. But the sun was hot. 
The treehouse felt like an oven!

“I’m telling you, it’s true!” Paul argued.

“How do you know?” wondered Dee.

“Uh, well, I….um…” Paul stammered. “I 
don’t know. It’s just one of those things 
that you’re supposed to know.” 

“What’s going on?” Mrs. Shepherd asked 
as she came into the kitchen.

“The treehouse is hot!” Paul told his 
mom. “It’s too hot to study our Sunday 
school lesson up there.”

“Yeah, I think that the heat is getting to 
Paul’s brain,” Cy said. “He says that one 
person could be more than one person 
at the same time.”

“Well, I don’t think that’s possible, 
either,” agreed Mrs. Shepherd.

“But we’re not just talking about any 
person,” Paul explained. “We’re talking 
about Jesus. Tomorrow’s Sunday school 
lesson is about how Jesus is God and 
Man at the same time.”

Mrs. Shepherd smiled. “You kids really 
do look hot,” she said. “How about some 
lemonade—with lots of ice?”

Dee, Cy, and Paul all nodded. Mrs. 
Shepherd filled four tall glasses with 
ice. She poured lemonade into three 
of the glasses, but not the fourth. “How 
about we go outside and have our 
lemonade?”

“Sounds good,” agreed Cy.

They sat down in the shade. Mrs. 
Shepherd sat her glass of ice in a patch 
of sunshine.

“Thanks, Mrs. Shepherd,” said Dee. “This 
lemonade is terrific.”

“You’re welcome,” Mrs. Shepherd answered. 
“Now, back to the topic. How can Jesus be 
God and a Man at the same time?”

“It just doesn’t make any sense!” said Cy.

“Well, take a look at this glass of ice,” 
said Mrs. Shepherd, pointing at the 
glass in the sunshine. “What would you 
say is in it?”

“Just what you said,” Dee replied. “It’s a 
glass of ice.”

“But now go look a bit closer.”

Dee, Cy, and Paul looked in the glass. 
Some of the ice had begun to melt, and 
water was collecting at the bottom. “It’s 
a glass of ice and water,” Paul said. “The 
ice is melting.”

“That’s right. But what about when we 
were inside, when I had just put the ice 
in the glass, and they weren’t melting? 
Was it ice and water then, too? Or was it 
just ice? Or was it just water?”

“Well,” Cy began, “You could say it was 
just ice, or you could say it was just 
water. You’d be right either way.”

“Yeah—ice is just water in a different 
form,” agreed Dee.

“Now, think about God. God is like the 
water. He’s there no matter what. But 
Jesus is like the ice.”

Dee, Cy, and Paul all thought. “I get it!” 
Cy finally said. “Jesus is God, He’s just 
God in a different form!”

“Right!” Dee chimed in. “Just like ice is 
water in a different form.”

Paul smirked. “So I was right after all, Cy.”

“Yes, you were, Paul,” said Mrs. Shepherd, 
“But so was Cy. One of the many, many 
things that makes Jesus the most 
important and special Person who has 
ever lived is that He is the only person 
who was both God and Man. No other 
person has been, or ever will be.”

“Wow,” said Dee. “That’s amazing!”

“Thanks, Mom,” said Paul. “It makes 
much more sense now.”

“Yeah, thanks, Mrs. Shepherd!” said Cy.

“You’re welcome. Now, if you’ll excuse me, 
all this talk about ice is making me thirsty 
on this hot day. I’m going to fill this glass 
with lemonade. Anyone need a refill?”

“Me!” cried Dee, Cy, and Paul, holding 
up their empty glasses.

�



Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Blueprints”
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Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Dee is trying to finish her school science 
project, but she needs more blue paper 
to complete her ocean model. When 
she finds her dad studying a large piece 
of blue paper in the garage, she asks if 
she can have a piece of it. Dee’s dad 
explains that this isn’t just any piece 
of blue paper; it’s something he uses 
at work, called a blueprint. What’s so 
special about this blueprint?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Mr. Morgan explains that blueprints 
are important because they contain 
detailed plans for building a house. 
Without a blueprint, the house may 
not be finished correctly, and could 
be unsafe to live in. Dee discovers that 
just like her dad uses a plan to build a 
house, God has a plan for Dee’s life—
and everyone else’s, too! Dee prays 
with her dad and Chip to discover and 
follow God’s plan for her life.

“Hey, Dad,” said Dee as she and Chip 
came bounding out of the house into 
the garage. 

“Hi, Dee,” answered Mr. Morgan, looking 
up from the large, blue sheet of paper 
he’d been studying at his workbench. 
“What are you two up to?”

“Well, I’ve been trying to finish up my 
science project, which is to make a 
model of the ocean and show different 
kinds of fish and stuff, but I need some 
more—“ Dee paused, and smiled. “Blue 
paper! Can I cut off a piece of that paper 
that you’re looking at?”

Mr. Morgan laughed. “I’d be glad to go 
with you to go buy some more blue 
paper. But I’m afraid I can’t let you cut 
this one up.”

Dee was puzzled. “Why not?”

“This isn’t just a piece of blue paper,” 
explained Mr. Morgan. “This is called a 
blueprint.”

“Ooooh,” said Dee. “What’s it for?”

“I need one of these whenever I work on 
a house,” Mr. Morgan answered. Dee’s 
dad was a builder—he helped build 
new houses for people to live in. “This is 
our plan for building the whole house.”

“Wow!” said Dee, standing on her 
tiptoes to take a closer look. Chip stood 
up on his hind legs and put his paws on 
the edge of Mr. Morgan’s workbench so 
he could see, too. “It sort of looks like 
a house,” she said, looking at all of the 
extra lines and arrows that covered the 
page. “That’s not what it will look like 
when it’s finished, will it?”

Mr. Morgan shook his head. “No, this 
house will actually look similar to ours 
when it’s done,” he explained. “But the 
plans have to be very detailed so that 
everyone does his job just right.”

“What happens if someone doesn’t 
follow the plan carefully?” Dee 
wondered.

“It can make the house very unsafe. The 
house might actually be unsafe to live 
in,” Mr. Morgan answered.

“Oh—so it’s very, very important to 
follow the plan when you’re building 
a house,” Dee said, thinking hard. “You 
know, in Sunday school, Mrs. Anita was 
telling us about how God has a plan for 
everyone’s life. Is God’s plan sort of like 
this blueprint?”

Mr. Morgan nodded. “Actually, it’s a lot 
like this blueprint. Of course, you don’t 
get to look at it on a big, blue piece of 
paper.”

“Then how do I know what God’s plan is 
for me?” wondered Dee.

Mr. Morgan smiled. “The best way 
to learn about what God’s plan is for 
your life, is to just ask Him! And it’s also 
important to ask Him to help you follow 
the plan He has for you,” explained Mr. 
Morgan. “Would you like to ask Him right 
now? I’ll pray with you, if you’d like.”

Dee nodded. “I’d like that a lot, Dad. 
Thanks!”

So Dee, Mr. Morgan, and Chip bowed 
their heads and asked God to help Dee 
see the blueprint He had for her life. 
When they had finished, Dee said, “Well, 
I think I’m pretty sure what’s on God’s 
blueprint for my life today.”

“What’s that?” wondered Mr. Morgan.

“To work on my school project!” said 
Dee. “I have a lot left to do.”

Mr. Morgan laughed. “Right—let’s go 
get some more blue paper. Chip, would 
you like to ride along?”

Chip barked, wagged his tail, and ran to 
the car door.

3A—Lesson 2
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “The Dippy Zipper”
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Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Paul was excited. This year could be 
the first year he’s tall enough to ride the 
biggest, fastest roller coaster in town, 
The Dippy Zipper. But when it was 
finally his turn, he still hadn’t grown 
enough to ride! Instead, he joined his 
sister for some cotton candy. Paul was 
disappointed—wouldn’t he ever grow?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

As they ate their cotton candy, Susan 
helped Paul remember some of the 
important ways that he was growing. 
He had gotten much taller since the 
year before—almost four inches! 
He had also learned much more in 
school—so much that Mr. Shepherd 
didn’t know how to help with Paul’s 
math homework anymore! He had 
also learned to be a better friend and 
brother, and most importantly, was 
becoming better friends with God. 
Paul had grown in the most important 
ways.

Paul could hardly hold still as he stood in 
line between his brothers and his sister. 
They were almost to the front of the line 
and Paul was almost sure that he would 
be tall enough to ride the biggest, 
fastest roller coaster at the amusement 
park, the Dippy Zipper.

“Do you think I’ll be tall enough this 
year, Susan?” Paul asked excitedly. “I 
think I might be—I’m much taller than I 
was last year, but what if I’m not?”

“Okay, Paul, okay!” Susan answered, 
laughing. “You’ll have to wait and see!”

Finally they were at the front of the 
line. The man who measured everyone 
looked at Paul, and asked him to stand 
next to the measuring stick.

“Well?” Paul asked nervously.

“Sorry, son,” the man said. “You still 
have this much more to grow,” he said, 
pinching his finger and thumb close 
together. It looked to Paul like an ant 
could have stood between his thumb 
and finger.

“But…but,” Paul stammered. Susan 
took his arm.

“C’mon, Paul,” she said. “Mike and Mark 
can ride the Dippy Zipper. How about 
some cotton candy?”

“I thought for sure I’d be tall enough to 
ride this year!” Paul complained as they 
walked toward the cotton candy vendor. 
“I’m so tired of being little!”

“Paul, you may not be tall enough to 
ride the Dippy Zipper,” said Susan. “But 
you’re not little!” 

“I can’t do anything that big people can 
do!” Paul grumbled.

“That’s not true either,” said Susan. 
“Think about last summer when you 
wanted to ride the roller coaster. You 
weren’t even close to being tall enough 
to ride.”

“Oh, yeah,” said Paul remembering 
that he had been almost four inches 
too short to ride. “I guess I have gotten 
taller.” 

“And that’s not the only way you’ve 
grown. Last year, Dad had to help you 
with your math homework all the time. 
Now, not only can you do it yourself, but 
Dad doesn’t even understand how you 
do it!”

“That’s right!” Paul said, laughing as he 
tried to help his dad understand his 
division homework. “I guess I’m a little 
smarter than I used to be, too.”

“I think you’ve also learned to be a 
better friend,” said Susan. “When you 
were little, you used to fight with Mike 
and Mark all the time. But when Mark 
was sick a few weeks ago, you made 
him laugh by playing those silly songs 
on his guitar.”

Paul laughed as he remembered the 
crazy songs he had sung to Mark. He 
didn’t really know how to play the 
guitar, but that had only made Mark 
laugh harder.

“And most importantly, I think you’ve 
grown closer to God this past year,” 
Susan said.

“What do you mean?” asked Paul.

“Well, you’ve started reading your 
Bible every day, and you’re doing much 
better at remembering your verses,” 
said Susan.

“That’s true,” said Paul. “I also pray much 
more than I did when I was younger. 
Somehow I feel like God and I are much 
better friends than we were before.”

“That’s the most special way anyone can 
grow, Paul,” Susan said. “So you’re not 
tall enough to ride a silly roller coaster. 
You’ve grown in much more important 
ways the last year!” Susan nudged Paul. 
“And just between the two of us, the 
roller coaster makes my stomach ache!”

Paul felt better as he munched on cotton 
candy and went to meet his brothers. 
“Don’t worry, Paul,” said Mike.

“Yeah—you’ll be big enough to ride it 
next year,” agreed Mark.

“It’s okay,” said Paul. “I’m growing in 
much more important ways!” said Paul, 
popping the last piece of cotton candy 
into his mouth.

3A—Lesson 3
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Cy’s Celebration”
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Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Cy’s Sunday school teacher, Mrs. Anita, 
has been teaching her class about the 
importance of obeying God and being 
baptized. Cy is ready to be baptized, but 
there’s just one problem—he wants his 
parents to celebrate with him, and they 
don’t attend church. Cy is worried that 
they won’t be please with his decision to 
be baptized, but Mr. Shepherd explains 
that baptism is an important way to 
show others that you’re ready to follow 
God. And Mr. Shepherd believes that 
Cy’s parents will be pleased by Cy’s 
decision…but will they?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Cy tried several times to invite his 
parents to his baptism, but couldn’t. 
So the following Sunday, when it was 
time for him to be baptized, Cy was 
pleasantly surprised to see his mom, 
dad, and little sister in the front row of 
the church, smiling and encouraging 
him. After the service, Mr. and Mrs. 
Yung hug Cy and explain to him how 
proud they are for believing in God so 
strongly. Finally, the Yungs and the 
Shepherds enjoy a celebration lunch 
together.

“Mr. Shepherd?” Cy called quietly into 
the pastor’s office after church. “Can I 
talk with you for a minute?”

“Sure, Cy!” Mr. Shepherd answered as 
he looked up from the notes he was 
reading at his desk. “What’s up?”

Cy walked into to Mr. Shepherd’s office. 
He was glad that he could always talk 
with Mr. Shepherd when something 
was bothering him, or when he was 
confused. Not only was Mr. Shepherd 
his friend Paul’s dad, but Mr. Shepherd 
was also the pastor of their church.

“Mrs. Anita has been teaching us about 
baptism in Sunday school,” Cy began. “I 
think that I’m ready to be baptized.”

“Cy, that’s wonderful news!” said Mr. 
Shepherd. “So why do you look so 
unhappy?”

Cy frowned. “I know that getting 
baptized is very important, and it’s 
something that I want to share with my 
family,” he explained.

“I’m sure your Uncle David and Aunt Jane 
will be very excited,” said Mr. Shepherd, 
referring to Cy’s aunt and uncle who 
also went to their church.

“Yes, I know they will. But I’m a little 
worried about what my parents will 
think,” he finally admitted. “I mean, they 
don’t mind that I come to church, but 
I don’t know if they will want to come 
and see my baptism.”

“I see,” said Mr. Shepherd. “Cy, part of 
being baptized is telling other people 
that you love Jesus and want to obey 
Him. That means telling your mom and 
dad, too.” He smiled. “But I wouldn’t 
worry too much. I know your parents, 
and I’m pretty sure they’re going to be 
glad, too.”

“I hope you’re right,” said Cy. “Thanks!”

“You’re welcome, Cy. We’ll go ahead 
and plan your baptism for next week’s 
service.”

That whole week, Cy tried many times 
to tell his mom and dad that he was 
going to be baptized. But he never did. 
For some reason, he just didn’t think 
they would be as glad as Mr. Shepherd 
thought they would.

The following Sunday, Cy got dressed 
and went to church as usual. When it 
was time for his baptism, he walked 
up to the front of the church to join Mr. 
Shepherd. Just as he expected, Aunt 
Jane and Uncle David were in the front 
row. But there was also someone there 
who he hadn’t expected to see. His 
mom, dad, and little sister were there, 
too. His parents were smiling at him, and 
his dad gave him a little thumbs-up. 

Cy smiled and looked at Mr. Shepherd, 
who winked at him slyly.

After the service, Cy ran and hugged 
his mom and dad. “I’m sorry I didn’t tell 
you,” he said. “I wasn’t sure what you 
would think.”

“Cy, we are so proud of you!” said Mr. 
Yung.

“That’s right,” agreed Cy’s mom. “It’s so 
important to stand up and tell other 
people when you believe very strongly 
in something!”

“I’m proud of you, too, Cy,” said Mr. 
Shepherd. “For obeying God and being 
baptized.”

To celebrate, Cy’s family went to lunch 
with his aunt and uncle and all the 
Shepherds. Cy quietly thanked God that 
his parents had been there to celebrate 
his special day with him, and prayed 
again that his mom and dad would 
invite Jesus to be their best Friend, too.

3A—Lesson 4
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “The Math Test”
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Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Tyler, a new boy in Paul’s class, had 
quickly become very well-liked by all 
the kids in third grade. So when he 
asked Paul if he could copy answers 
off of Paul’s math test, Paul wasn’t sure 
what to do. Paul knew that cheating 
was wrong, but he really wanted to 
be friends with Tyler—he was very 
tempted to do something he knew 
was wrong. How could he do the right 
thing?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Even though Paul was tempted to let 
Tyler cheat on the math test so that 
Tyler would be his friend, Paul knew 
it would be wrong. He told Tyler that 
he really wanted to be friends, but that 
he couldn’t let Tyler copy his test. The 
next day, Paul still felt a little uncom-
fortable around Tyler, even though he 
knew he had done the right thing. He 
felt much better, however, when he 
discovered that he scored a “B” on the 
test—and that Tyler got a “B+!”

“Hey, Paul,” called a familiar voice as Paul 
walked outside for recess. “Wait up!”

Paul turned around. It was Tyler, one of 
the kids who was new to Paul’s school 
this year. Tyler was very well-liked by 
all the third graders. He was funny and 
always had friends around him.

“I wonder what he wants,” Paul thought 
to himself. Tyler and Paul had never 
really talked, even though they sat next 
to each other in class.

“Hi,” Tyler said when he had caught up 
with Paul.

“Hey,” Paul answered. “What’s up?”

“You know, our math test is this 
afternoon,” Tyler said.

Paul knew about the math test, but he 
wasn’t worried. He liked math—it was 
one of his best subjects. “Yeah,” he said 
to Tyler. “Do you feel ready for it?”

“No way!” Tyler said. “I don’t like math. 
I don’t think I’m going to do very well 
on the test.” Tyler paused for a moment, 
then said. “I know that you’re really good 
at math. I was thinking, you know, since 
we sit next to each other, if I’m having 
a hard time solving a problem, maybe 
you could help me out.”

Paul didn’t like the sound of that. “What 
do you mean?” he asked.

“During the test, if there’s a problem 
I can’t figure out, I’ll look over on your 
paper to see what the answer is,” Tyler 
explained.

Paul immediately knew that letting 
Tyler copy his math test was wrong. But 
all the kids liked Tyler, and so did Paul. 
If he didn’t let Tyler copy his math test, 
the other kids might make fun of him. 
And Tyler probably wouldn’t want to be 
his friend.

“I’ll think about it,” said Paul. “Can I tell 
you after lunch?”

“Sure. I’m going to go and study,” he 
said. “See you back in class!”

Tyler ran to the playground carrying 
his math book. Paul was very unhappy. 
He wanted to be friends with Tyler, and 
he didn’t want the other kids to make 
fun of him. “After all, Tyler’s the one 
who would be cheating, not me,” Paul 
thought to himself. But then he had 
another thought. “I would be letting 
him cheat—and I know that cheating 
is wrong.” And even though it made 
his stomach hurt to think about it, Paul 
knew what he had to do. He prayed 
and asked God to help him do the right 
thing. And he prayed, too, that both he 
and Tyler would do well on the math 
test—without cheating.

Paul walked over to Tyler, who was 
looking through his math book. “Tyler, 
can I talk to you?” Paul asked.

“Sure,” Tyler said.

“I can’t let you copy answers off my 
test,” Paul said. “I really want you to do 
well on the test, and I really want to be 
friends, but it would be wrong to let you 
cheat.”

Tyler looked down and sighed. “I know 
you’re right, Paul. Thanks for letting me 
know. I’ll do my best on my own.”

The next day in school, Paul felt uncom-
fortable around Tyler. In the afternoon, 
during math time, Mr. Hamilton handed 
out their math tests. Paul looked at his. 
A big, red “B” was marked in the corner. 

“Hey, Paul! Look!” said Tyler. Paul turned 
around. Tyler was holding up his math 
test, which had a red “B+” on it. Paul was 
very glad. “Great job, Tyler!” he said.

“Thanks, Paul!” Tyler answered. Then, 
quietly, he added, “Thanks for not 
letting me cheat, too!”

Paul nodded, quietly thanking God for 
helping him do the right thing, and for 
his new friend.

3A—Lesson 5
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “A Hiking Trip”
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Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Dee, Cy, and Paul were excited to join 
their Sunday school class for a hike. 
Their leader, Mr. Rigo, would lead 
them on a long trail up a mountain 
to a waterfall. But suddenly, Mr. Rigo 
turned off of the wide, clear trail onto 
a trail that was dark and steep. Where 
was Mr. Rigo leading them? Could 
Dee, Cy, and Paul trust Mr. Rigo 
to lead them safely to the top of the 
mountain?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Paul convinced Mr. Rigo to stay on 
the wide, clear trail, only to discover 
that it ended at a cliff overhanging the 
river! Mr. Rigo explained that, as their 
leader, he knew enough to take care 
of the people who were following him 
and make sure they were safe—just like 
Jesus takes care of His followers. And 
Dee, Cy, and Paul remembered that 
part of following a leader is trusting 
the leader to take care of them. They 
followed Mr. Rigo the rest of the way 
up the mountain, and were amazed by 
the view from the top.

“Does everyone have their mosquito 
spray?” Mrs. Anita, Dee, Cy, and Paul’s 
Sunday school teacher called. “I have 
some extra if anyone needs it!”

Mrs. Anita’s husband, Mr. Rigo, was 
leading Dee, Cy, and Paul’s Sunday 
school class on a hike. They had been 
on field trips for school before, but 
today they were going on a field trip 
with their Sunday school class! They 
were hiking up a long trail to the very 
top of a mountain. It would take the 
whole afternoon. But at the top of the 
mountain, a river spilled over, making a 
waterfall.

“I can’t wait to see the waterfall!” said 
Dee. “I’ve never seen a real one before.”

“Yeah,” agreed Paul. “Mr. Rigo said 
that we’ll see it from the bottom, too, 
because we have to cross a bridge over 
the river.”

“Awesome!” Cy yelled.

“I think we’re all ready,” said Mr. Rigo. 
“Everyone remember the rules: stay 
close together, drink lots of water, and 
if you need to stop and rest, just let me 
know. Ready?”

“Ready!” cried the class.

The class began the hike. The trail was 
pretty easy. Even though the mountain 
was steep, the trail was wide and easy to 
follow. Dee, Cy, and Paul were sweating, 
but still laughing and having fun 
climbing the mountain.

Suddenly, they saw that the trail split 
into two. On one side, the wide, easy 
trail continued. On the other side, the 
trail became narrow and steep, and trees 
hung over it, making it look very dark. 
Mr. Rigo turned and began climbing the 
steep, dark trail.

“Uh, Mr. Rigo,” said Paul. “I think the trail 
is over here!”

Mr. Rigo walked back and looked. “Why 
do you think so, Paul?” he asked.

“Because it looks the same way that the 
trail has looked for the whole hike,” Paul 
explained. “The other trail looks, well, 
kind of scary.”

“Let’s check it out,” Mr. Rigo suggested. 
“We’ll see what’s down this trail—just 
make sure that everyone stays behind 
me!”

Mr. Rigo continued down the wide trail, 
then suddenly stopped. When the class 
had caught up to him, they all gasped. 
The trail continued right to the edge of 
a cliff. The river flowed below them.

“This was the old trail,” Mr. Rigo 
explained. “But a couple of years ago, 
the bridge broke. They built a new 
bridge right over there. The other trail 
leads to that bridge,” he said, pointing. 
Dee, Cy, and Paul could see the sturdy 
bridge a little way up the river.

“I’m sorry, Mr. Rigo,” said Paul. “I just 
thought that this trail looked safer.”

“And you were right, Paul—this trail 
did look safer,” he agreed. “But as your 
leader, I knew something that you 
didn’t. I knew that this trail isn’t safe at 
all. That’s part of what being a leader 
means—knowing enough to take care 
of the people who are following you.”

“Jesus always did that,” said Cy. “He 
always took care of His followers.”

“Yeah—and His followers trusted Him 
to take care of them, too!” Dee agreed.

“Now, let’s head back down to the safer 
trail,” said Mr. Rigo. “Paul—why don’t 
you come up here with me? I can share 
a few other secrets I know about this 
trail!”

Paul ran to the front of the group to 
join Mr. Rigo. And when the class finally 
reached the top of the mountain, the 
view was more amazing than they 
imagined it would be.

3A—Lesson 6
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Made New”

© 2008, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved.

Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Paul was worried. When he tried to 
climb up the ladder to his treehouse 
after the long, snowy winter, the 
ladder had broken into pieces. Paul’s 
dad explained that the snow had made 
the wood rot. The whole treehouse 
would have to be taken apart and put 
back together again using new wood. 
Together, Paul and his dad began the 
hard job of rebuilding the treehouse. 
Would it ever again be the special place 
that Paul loved?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Paul helped his dad rebuild the 
treehouse. They used new wood, strong 
nails, and even painted it with special 
paint that would protect it from the rain 
and snow. Then Paul’s dad explained to 
him that the new treehouse reminded 
him of a person who had decided to 
believe in Jesus, or been “born again.” 
They still looked the same, but every-
thing about them had been made new 
and strong. Paul was thankful for his 
new treehouse, and for his dad.

“Oh, no,” Paul heard his dad murmur 
from the top of the tall ladder he was 
standing on. “This doesn’t look good.”

“What?” Paul called up to his dad. “What 
doesn’t look good?”

Paul had asked his dad for help after 
trying to climb the ladder up to the 
treehouse for the first time this spring. 
The winter had been especially snowy, 
and it seemed like forever since Paul had 
been in his treehouse. But as soon as he 
put his hands and foot on the ladder, it 
had fallen apart.

Mr. Shepherd climbed down the ladder 
he had brought from the garage. “I’m 
sorry, Paul,” he said. “But the treehouse 
isn’t safe to play in.”

“What do you mean?” Paul asked. He 
loved his treehouse. He would spend 
hours up there with his friends, pretend-
ing it was a secret hideout. Sometimes 
he would take a book up and read, or 
even work on his homework. “It’s not 
safe?”

“All the snow this winter made the 
wood rot,” he said. “If you were to stand 
on the floor of the treehouse, it would 
probably do just what the ladder did—
break apart.”

“That would be really bad,” Paul said. 
“What can we do? Should we paint 
it? Maybe it needs a few more nails or 
something.”

Mr. Shepherd shook his head. “It’s going 
to take more work than that, Paul. If you 
want the treehouse to be safe again, 
we’ll have to take it apart, throw the old 
wood away, and put it back together 
again with new wood.”

“You mean, we have to build a whole 
new treehouse?” Paul asked. 

“Yes,” answered Mr. Shepherd.

“How do we start?” Paul said.

That afternoon, Paul picked up the 
pieces of wood that Mr. Shepherd threw 
down from the treehouse as he took it 
apart. He had to be of the many nails 
that were sticking out of the boards. 
Some of the boards fell apart when he 
picked them up.

That evening Mr. Shepherd took Paul 
with him to the hardware store where 
they bought new wood and a few 
supplies. Mr. Shepherd also bought a 
special kind of paint. “It will help keep 
the wood from rotting,” he explained.

The next day, Paul’s sister Susan helped 
Paul and Mr. Shepherd rebuild the 
treehouse. It took most of the day. When 
it was finished, Paul and his dad painted 
the wood with the special paint. 

“It will take a while to dry,” said Mr. 
Shepherd when they were finished. 
“Let’s take a break.”

They sat down in the sun, tired, but 
enjoying the warm spring day. “It’s 
not the old treehouse at all,” Paul said, 
looking up at his treehouse.

“That’s right,” Mr. Shepherd agreed. 
“You know, Paul, a lot of times we say 
that when a person believes in Jesus, 
he or she is ‘born again.’ That treehouse 
makes me think of a person who has 
been born again.”

“Really, Dad?” asked Paul. “I’m not sure I 
understand.”

“Your treehouse was falling apart 
because it was old and hadn’t been 
taken care of,” Mr. Shepherd continued. 
“But the new one is even better—the 
wood is new, the nails are strong, it’s 
protected from the rain and snow. 
That’s what happens to a person when 
they believe in Jesus. They’re still the 
same person, but they’re different—ev-
erything about them has been made 
new.”

“That’s cool!” said Paul. He was thankful 
he’d chosen to believe in Jesus, and had 
been made new, just like his treehouse.

“I’m glad I could help you rebuild your 
treehouse,” Mr. Shepherd said. “I know 
that it’s a very special place for you.”

“Thanks, Dad,” Paul said, giving his dad 
a hug.

3A—Lesson 7

�



Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Cameron’s Gift”

© 2008, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved.

Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Cy had always been good at sports; he 
was fast and strong. So when it was 
time for the fitness challenge in PE, he 
couldn’t wait. He and Paul would be 
great partners. But Mrs. Selden, the PE 
teacher, told them that she had already 
chosen partners. Cy would be doing 
the fitness challenge with Cameron 
Stow—a boy who wasn’t good at any 
sports, and who was hardly ever at 
school. Would Cy lose every single 
event in the fitness challenge?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Cy learned the Cameron was much 
stronger than he thought—together, 
they won the rope-climbing game, and 
Cameron could do more chin-ups than 
Cy could! After class, Cy learned that 
Cameron’s arms were strong because 
he was an amazing piano player. He 
missed school so he could travel and 
play the piano all over the place. Cy 
apologized to Cameron for not being 
very nice to him. And Cameron even 
offered to give Cy a piano lesson.

“Okay, everyone,” called Mrs. Selden, 
the PE teacher. “Today is our fitness 
challenge! Everyone will have a partner 
for the events.”

Cy looked across the gym at Paul and 
smiled. Cy knew that with Paul as his 
partner, they could win most of the 
events.

“Now before you start picking out 
partners, you should know that your 
partners have already been assigned.” 
She began listing the names of partners. 
Finally she said, “Cy Yung and Cameron 
Stow.”

“Ugh,” thought Cy to himself. “Not 
Cameron Stow!” Cy never talked to 
Cameron. He wasn’t like any of the 
other boys in Cy’s class. He didn’t like 
to play tag, or soccer, or baseball. He 
didn’t even have the right kind of shoes 
to play sports—he always wore the kind 
of shoes that Cy only wore to church. 
And he was always missing school—Cy 
wasn’t really sure why, but it seemed 
like Cameron was hardly ever there. Cy 
looked at his feet and walked over to 
Cameron. 

“Hi, Cy,” said Cameron. “I’m glad to have 
you as my partner. I’m not really good 
at these kinds of things, but I know 
that you are. Maybe you can teach me 
something.”

“Yeah, maybe,” Cy mumbled. He just 
knew that they would lose every fitness 
event.

By the end of gym class, Cy felt a little bit 
better. They had lost the relay race and 
the potato sack race, but they had done 
pretty well at doing chin-ups. Cameron 
was actually able to do more chin-ups 
than Cy could do. And they took first 
place at the rope climbing game—both 
Cy and Cameron had made it to the top 
and back down before anyone else. 

By the end of class, Cy felt pretty bad for 
the way he had treated Cameron. “Your 
arms are really strong, Cameron,” he 
said. 

“I suppose it’s from playing the piano—
that’s why this part of my arms is strong, 
anyway,” he said, pointing to his arm 
from his wrist to his elbow.

“I didn’t know you played the piano,” 
said Cy. “My mom tried to make me take 
lessons, and I liked it, but it was hard for 
me to understand. I wasn’t very good,” 
he admitted.

“That’s funny—my mom tried to make 
me join a baseball team, but I didn’t un-
derstand it at all!” Cameron answered. 
“But I really like playing the piano. That’s 
why I’m gone from school a lot. I get to 
travel and play all over the place.”

Cy couldn’t believe what he was hearing. 
“You’re that good?” he asked. “I’ve never 
known anybody who was that good at 
anything!”

Cameron blushed. “Well, I’m pretty 
good. People say I’m gifted, but I just like 
to play.” He smiled. “Hey—maybe since 
you helped me at the fitness challenge 
today, I could help you with the piano!”

Cy looked down. “I’m sorry I haven’t been 
nicer to you before today. I didn’t know 
you very well, and I always thought you 
were kind of, well, weird.”

“That’s okay,” Cameron said. “A lot of 
people do, since I miss a lot of school. 
Most people don’t know me that 
well. So what do you say? Maybe this 
weekend you can come to my house for 
a piano lesson?”

“I think my mom will be really happy!” 
Cy answered laughing. “I’m taking a 
piano lesson from one of the best piano 
players in the world!”

Cameron laughed, too. “Thanks, Cy, but 
I don’t think I’m that good!” he said, as 
they walked out of the gym. 

3A—Lesson 8
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Hometown Hero”

© 2008, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved.

Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Dee, Cy, and Paul were thrilled. 
Today, their town was having a parade 
to welcome home a hero—Angela 
Romano. Angie had been one of 
Dee, Cy, and Paul’s favorite babysit-
ters growing up. Now, she was in the 
army, but had been hurt in a helicopter 
crash. Even though she was hurt, she 
had rescued three other people. Dee, 
Cy, and Paul were very excited to see 
Angie again. A parade would be a great 
way to welcome home a hero!

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

As Dee, Cy, and Paul celebrated Angie’s 
homecoming with the rest of the town, 
Dee remembered that when Jesus had 
returned to his hometown, he had been 
rejected and sent away. They agreed 
that Jesus must have been very sad that 
the people in Nazareth wouldn’t ex-
perience any of the good things Jesus 
had to teach them and do for them. As 
they waved to their friend, the hero, 
they were glad they could celebrate her 
return the way that they wished Jesus 
had been welcomed by his hometown.

“I’m so excited to see Angie!” Dee 
squealed as she walked alongside Cy 
and Paul.

“I know—she was my favorite babysit-
ter when I was little,” Cy agreed. “I’m so 
glad she’s home.”

“Me, too,” Paul chimed in. “I’m glad she’s 
okay, too.”

Dee, Cy, and Paul were walking to the 
park. That day was a very special day for 
their town. Angela Romano had babysat 
Dee, Cy, and Paul when she was in high 
school. Sometimes having a babysit-
ter wasn’t much fun, but it was always 
fun when Angie came to babysit. She 
always brought games and crafts with 
her, and made crazy dinners (once, she 
had made Dee a macaroni and cheese 
pizza), and she always let the kids stay 
up a little bit past their bedtime.

After Angie had graduated from school, 
she had joined the army and moved 
away. Dee, Cy, and Paul hadn’t seen her 
in what felt like the longest time. But 
now Angie was coming home. She had 
been injured in a helicopter crash, but 
Angie had rescued three other people 
even though she was hurt. She was a 
hero!

So the town was having an extra special 
homecoming for her. Ribbons and 
balloons were tied to street lamps and 
street signs on the street in front of 
the park. People had made big signs 
that said things like, “Welcome Home, 
Angie!” and “Our Hometown Hero: 
Angela Romano!” And Angie was going 
to ride on the top of a fire truck to wave 
at the crowds during the parade.

“It must have been pretty scary to be in 
a helicopter crash,” said Dee.

Cy and Paul nodded. “Yeah—Angie 
must be very brave!” Cy pointed out.

Soon the crowd began to cheer, and 
Dee, Cy, and Paul looked down the 
street. There was Angie, riding on top of 
the fire truck! She was smiling. Her arm 
was still in a cast, but she looked very 
happy to be home.

“This is so cool,” said Cy. “I wonder if our 
town will ever have a parade just for 
me.”

“It would be a lot of fun,” said Paul. 
“Angie must feel very special—all of the 
people in her hometown are here to 
welcome her home!”

“It’s too bad that the people in Jesus’ 
hometown didn’t welcome him home 
with a parade,” said Dee, remembering 
that when Jesus went to his hometown, 
he had been rejected and sent away.

“I’ll bet Jesus was very sad for the people 
in Nazareth,” Cy said. “They didn’t get to 
experience any of the amazing things 
that Jesus had for them!”

Just then the fire truck went past Dee, 
Cy, and Paul. “Angie!” they cried.

Angie looked at them, smiled, and 
waved. “Thanks for the warm welcome 
home, you guys!” she shouted to Dee, 
Cy, and Paul.”

“You’re welcome,” Dee called back.

“Yeah—this is the best way to welcome 
a hero home!” Cy said.

3A—Lesson 9
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Best Friends”

© 2008, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved.

Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Paul was puzzled. He had been learning 
about the disciples—Jesus’ best friends. 
But he couldn’t figure out what made 
the twelve disciples different from the 
other people who liked Jesus. Was it 
because they all had the same job? Or 
was it because they were all especially 
good all the time? How could Paul 
become one of Jesus’ best friends—just 
like his disciples had been?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Mr. Shepherd listened as Paul described 
what he was learning about the 
disciples—they had all different kinds 
of jobs, and they certainly weren’t 
perfect all the time. Then Paul’s dad 
explained that the disciples did have 
one very important thing in common: 
when Jesus had asked them to follow 
Him, they all stopped what they were 
doing and followed Him. That’s the 
secret to being Jesus’ best friend—all it 
takes is following Him!

“Hey, Paul!” Mr. Shepherd said as he 
opened Paul’s bedroom door. “What 
are you up to? You’ve been up here all 
afternoon!”

“Hi, Dad,” said Paul. “I’ve just be reading 
my Bible.”

“Wow—that’s great, Paul. What are you 
reading about?”

“I’ve been reading everything I can 
about the disciples,” Paul answered. 
“We’ve been learning a lot about them 
at church, but there is something I still 
want to know about them.”

“Well, I may be able to help you out with 
that, Paul,” said Mr. Shepherd, smiling. 
“What is it that you want to know?”

“I want to know what made the 
disciples…special,” Paul answered. 
“I mean, Mrs. Anita told us that lots of 
people liked Jesus, right?”

“That’s right,” said Mr. Shepherd, 
nodding.

“But then there were these twelve 
guys—the disciples. They were 
different. Lots of people liked Jesus, but 
the disciples were Jesus’ best friends. 
But why were they different?”

Mr. Shepherd smiled. “That’s a great 
question, Paul. Why is it that you’re so 
curious about the twelve disciples all of 
a sudden?”

“Well, because I really like Jesus,” said 
Paul. “But I want to be something even 
more special. I want to be one of Jesus’ 
best friends, like the twelve disciples 
were. But I’m not sure what made them 
special.”

“What have you been learning about 
the disciples?” Asked Mr. Shepherd. 
“Have you read anything that’s given 
you any clues?”

“Well, at first I thought it might have 
been because they were all fishermen,” 
said Paul. “But then I read that they 
weren’t all fishermen—one was a 
doctor, and one was a tax collector. 
They had all kinds of different jobs.”

“That’s true,” replied Mr. Shepherd. 
“They were all pretty different.”

“Then I thought it might have been 
because they were all really good and 
never did anything wrong,” Paul said. 
“But that’s not it, either. The disciples 
made lots of mistakes. Sometimes they 
fought with each other, and sometimes 
they doubted Jesus.”

“Right—the disciples certainly weren’t 
perfect people! They made mistakes 
just like everyone else,” agreed Mr. 
Shepherd.

“So what is it, Dad? What made the 
disciples Jesus’ best friends?” Paul 
paused. “How can I become Jesus’ best 
friend?”

“There was one thing that all twelve of 
the disciples had in common, Paul,” Mr. 
Shepherd answered. “When Jesus said 
to them, ‘Follow Me,’ they all stopped 
whatever they were doing and followed 
Him.”

“That’s it?” said Paul. “That’s so simple!”

“Yes, it is simple,” said Mr. Shepherd. 
“But it’s not always easy. Some of the 
disciples left their jobs, friends, and 
families to follow Jesus.”

“Wow—thanks, Dad!” said Paul. “Now 
can you tell me how to follow Jesus?”

Mr. Shepherd gave Paul a hug. “I think 
you’re doing a great job following Jesus 
already, son.”

3A—Lesson 10
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Cy the Goody-Goody?”

© 2008, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved.

Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

After soccer practice, Cy joined Dee 
and Paul on the playground. Even 
though his friends told him he was the 
best soccer player they knew, Cy was 
unhappy. He explained that one of his 
teammates, Timmy Granger, always 
teased Cy about going to church. Even 
though Timmy went to church with 
Dee, Cy, and Paul, he said he only 
went because his parents made him go. 
Cy, he said, was a goody-goody since 
he went even though he didn’t have 
to. Was Timmy right? Was Cy strange 
for going to church even though his 
parents didn’t?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Dee and Paul were sorry that Timmy 
had teased Cy and made him feel bad. 
They helped him see that not only was 
it not strange that Cy went to church 
even though his parents didn’t; it was 
really cool! And they explained that it 
didn’t matter what Timmy Granger or 
anyone else thought—it pleased God 
that Cy went to church to learn about 
Him and worship Him. Cy knew they 
were right, and was glad he could 
please God by going to church, even if 
he went without his family.

“Hey, Cy!” called Dee as she saw Cy 
walking towards the playground. “How 
was soccer practice?”

Cy sat down next to the swings and took 
off his soccer shoes and shin guards. “It 
was okay, I guess.”

“You did awesome,” said Paul, who was 
swinging very high. “I was watching 
you. You are the fastest on your team!”

“You’re also the youngest on your team,” 
Dee pointed out. “You’re the best soccer 
play I know!”

“Me, too—whoa!” said Paul, who may 
have been swinging a bit too high. He 
stopped. “What’s wrong, Cy? You don’t 
look happy at all.”

“I know,” said Cy. “I love soccer, and I like 
everyone on my team except for one 
person—Timmy Granger. He makes me 
so mad!”

“Timmy Granger the fifth grader?” asked 
Dee. “How come you don’t like him?”

“Yeah—he goes to our church, doesn’t 
he?” Paul asked.

“Yes—that’s the one.” Cy put his soccer 
shoes and shin guards in his bag, and 
put on his play shoes. “I know he goes 
to our church, but I don’t think he likes 
going.”

“Why not?” wondered Dee. “I think 
church is a lot of fun.”

“I don’t know. But he’s always teasing 
me. He says the only reason he goes to 
church is because his parents say he has 
to go. But he says I’m a goody-goody 
because I go even though I don’t have 
to—even though my parents don’t go 
to church,” Cy explained.

“Cy, that’s terrible!” said Paul. “I’m 
sorry he makes you feel badly about 
something as great as you going to 
church.”

Cy shrugged. “Maybe he’s right. I mean, 
isn’t it weird that I’m the only kid in our 
class who comes to church even though 
my parents don’t?”

“I don’t think it’s weird at all. I think it’s 
awesome,” Dee said.

“Yeah—and even though your parents 
don’t come to church with you, they’re 
glad that you go. They even came to 
your baptism!” Paul pointed out.

“That’s true,” said Cy.

“Besides,” said Dee. “It doesn’t matter 
what Timmy says about you, anyway. 
God is pleased that you come to church 
to worship him and learn about him.”

“That’s right. And if it makes God happy, 
who cares about what Timmy thinks?” 
Paul added.

Cy smiled. “Thanks, guys. You’re right. I 
love going to church, and I love knowing 
that it makes God happy.”

“Now, Cy,” said Paul. “You may be the 
best soccer player around, but I think 
Dee and I might be able to beat you at 
basketball. You want to play?”

Cy laughed. “Let’s go!” he said, and they 
ran across the playground to the bas-
ketball court.
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Teacher—These special Dee-Cy-Paul 
application stories reinforce the Bible 
lesson. Choose the “Bookends” or 
the Story based on your time and 
preference.

Dee-Cy-Paul Story “Tortilla of Life?”

© 2008, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved.

Dee-Cy-Paul “Bookends”
Introduction (5 minutes)
Use this “hook” to introduce the lesson.

Dee and her friend Laura were puzzled 
by their Sunday school lesson. What 
did Jesus mean when He called Himself 
“the Bread of Life?” Laura’s mom, Mrs. 
Martinez, explained that bread was 
very important to Bible-times people. 
But why was bread so important, and 
what did it have to do with Jesus?

Conclusion (5 minutes)
If you used the introduction to begin your 
lesson, use this to conclude.

Mrs. Martinez explained that as a 
child, her family ate tortillas with 
every meal and even snacks! Nobody 
could imagine having a meal without 
tortillas. That’s how Bible times people 
felt about bread—it was the most 
important food they had. Jesus called 
himself “the Bread of Life” because 
He wanted people to know that He 
was the most important Person in ev-
eryone’s life—and that nobody should 
live without Him.

“The Bread of Life?” Dee wondered as 
she and her friend Laura played on the 
church playground after Sunday school. 
“What does that mean, anyway?”

“I don’t know,” Laura admitted. “It 
sounds weird to me.”

“Hey, girls,” called Mrs. Martinez, Laura’s 
mom. “How was Sunday school?”

“It was good,” Dee answered.

“Except for one thing. We don’t under-
stand what it means when Jesus says 
that He is the Bread of Life,” Laura said.

“Oh—that is a hard concept to under-
stand,” said Mrs. Martinez, nodding. 
“But it’s also very important. It didn’t 
make sense to me, either, when I first 
learned about it, and I was much older 
than you two are.”

“Does it make sense to you now?” Dee 
asked.

“Yes, it does.” Mrs. Martinez sat down 
on a bench. “It can be confusing for us 
today, because we don’t understand 
how important bread was when Jesus 
was on earth.”

“What do you mean, Mom?” asked 
Laura. “Why was bread so important?”

“Let me tell you a story,” said Mrs. 
Martinez. “When I was a little girl, my 
mother and my grandmother would 
spend hours making tortillas. We ate 
them all the time. We had tortillas with 
every single meal. We even had them 
with our snacks. No matter what we ate, 
we always had tortillas with it.”

“I love tortillas!” said Dee. “Especially 
with cheese.”

“Me, too!” agreed Laura.

“When I first learned about Jesus and 
how He is the Bread of Life, a friend 
explained to me that in Bible times, 
bread was just as much a part of every 
meal as tortillas were to my family when 
I was little.”

“Oh—so Bible-times families ate bread 
with every meal?” Dee wondered. 

“Bread was the most important food for 
them. That’s what Jesus meant when he 
said that He is the Bread of Life—He is 
the most important thing,” explained 
Mrs. Martinez. “Just as important as 
bread was to Bible-times people, and as 
important as tortillas were to my family, 
that’s how important Jesus is to us. We 
need him as much as my family needed 
tortillas.”

“Thanks, Mom!” said Laura. “That makes 
much more sense.”

“It sure does,” Dee agreed. “It also makes 
me hungry!”

“How about tortillas and cheese for 
lunch? Dee, ask your mom if it’s okay 
for you to come to our house for lunch.” 
Mrs. Martinez suggested.

“Sure thing!” shouted Dee, who was 
already on her way.
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