Grab rails installed.
canvas.

chafe as well as adding strength. Center the patches over the
slits in the canvas. Sew around the outer edge of the leather
square with a straight stitch (Figure 5). Now enlarge the 1/4"
(6bmm) cut to a 1" (25mm) length centered on the fabric and
then sew around that larger slit with a straight stitch. Use a
hot knife to prevent raveling in the fabric slit (Figure 6). Once
the leather patches are installed the canvas top is repositioned
over the frame on the boat.

To determine the exact length to cut the stainless tubing,
measure from the center of each sliding post and cut the tub-
ing 1-3/4" (44mm) shorter than your measurement. The eye

Sewing a leather patch in the topside of the

CANVAS

Sealing the fabric slit with a hot knife.

ends add back 7/8" (22mm) on each end of the tubing. Now,
install the eye ends on the tubing and secure them over the
sliding posts. Make sure the eye end is between the two nylon
washers on the side mounts to isolate the rails and keep them
from vibrating.

The finished grab rail is not only good looking; it also con-
tributes to increased safety on the water.

About the author: Jim Grant founded Sailrite (www.sailrite.com)
in 1972 to supply specialty marine fabrics, component hardware
and tools, sewing kits and sewing machines for boaters to build
or repair canvas and sails.
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Clogged Pipes? '\
A/C Not Cooling?
Engine Overheating?

Barnacle Buster™ has been formulated
to safely clean your entire raw water cooling

system from intake to discharge without harming
your equipment, gaskets or seals
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i After

For Service or product information, contact
your supplier or phone us directly at 954.987.2722

Safe - Non-Toxic = Biodegradable

Fabric, Thread, Zippers, Foam,
Kits, Tools & Sewing Machines.

Everything you need to DIY

Fabric lines from Sunbrella, Phifertex,
Naugahyde, Stamoid and Ultrasuede.

Sailcloth from the leading manufacturers.

Supplies from New England Ropes, RiRi
marine zippers, DOT fasteners, and 303
products.

Just a few of the thousands of products we
stock to provide everything you need to
do-it-yourself.

Kits designed for sail construction, tote
bags, winch covers, and more.

Sewing Machines tuned for the canvas-
worker and sailmaker to provide optimum
performance.

All this plus support and advice when you
need it. has Do-it-yourself has never been
easier.

Call Sailrite today and ask for our free
supply catalog.

Make, repair your own awnings, curtains,
boat cushions, covers, sails and more.

Projects done by Sailrite customers.

Sailrite® D

(800) 348-2769 d’Mumbusm, IN (260) 693-2242
e Ft Lauderdale, FL (354) 779-2227

WWW.Sallrlte.CO @ Annapolis, MD (410) 263-6732

DIY Boat Owner 2006-4
(www.diy-boat.com) 1-888-658-2628
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